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To His BEATITUDE THE MOST HOLY SERGJUS, Metropolitan of Moscow

and Kolomna

From ARCHPRIEST IOANN  KOVALSKY,   Nikolo-Zhrfezovsky  cemetery,
Vysokovsky District > Moscow Region

A REPORT

Desirous of imparting to Your Beatitude my impressions of what occurred
during the German-fascist occupation of our locality, S report as follows:

At 3 p.m. on 21 November 1941, in our locality, began a battle with the
attacking enemy. People from the neighbouring villages and even from the
factory arrived with their things and children asking us to shelter them behind
the stone walls of the church from the lire and shells of the enemy.

For three days and nights the bombardment continued, during which time
the people had to stay in the church almost without leaving.

In the evening of 25 November, two Red Army men came to us in disguise,
Their legs were frozen. They were trying to join their units. I received them,
promised them a place to sleep, but warned them: "If the Germans come, say
you are factory workers and have come to dig graves."' The Red Army men
started to drink tea. At this moment two drunken Germans entered the room
and came up to them, saying, "Russky SoIdaC* making the gesture of "hands
up". They were told that they were local workers. But, not quite believing us,
the Germans left the room and returned live minutes later with a man able to
speak Russian. He addressed the same question to the Red Army men, but
having received a firm answer this time, too, the Germans left again. In the
early morning I explained to the Red soldiers which way to take where there was
no danger, and took them out into the field.

When, after some time, the Germans began to retreat, they plundered the
population.

The Germans made a depressing impression on me. They revealed them-
selves as barbarians.

ARCHPRIBST IOANN KOVALSKY.
25 March, 1942.

THE FASCISTS MOCK AT MOTHERS
(Evidence ofE. V. KORCHAGINA, Parishioner ofNIkulino, Moscow Region)
I, citizen of N&ulino, Istrinsk district, Elizabeth Vasilevna Korchagina,
widow, have blessed my three sons, Gregory Fedorovich, Michael Fedorovich
and Victor Fedorovich, for the defence of the country.
The youngest, Vitya, was 17. Having received my blessing he volunteered
for the partizans, and was killed by the Germans in his native village OB
26 November, 1941.